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General Eligibility
Storytellers must be at least 18 years-old by the date of the tournament.

Storytelling Rules

● Judging Criteria
○ Storytellers must deliver their stories extemporaneously. They will be judged on

their ability to recreate the story in their own words.
○ Storytellers must not add subplots or make revisions to the story’s actual events

that change the original plot. Cutting of a lengthy story is allowable to meet time
constraints.

● Competition
○ Drawing

■ A selected list of five (5) stories will be announced in the fall of each year.
■ Thirty (30) minutes before the contest begins, the first storyteller shall

draw two titles. The storyteller shall immediately choose one of them to
perform for the round. The title chosen shall be recorded by the Event
Manager.

■ Each of the succeeding performers shall, at intervals of eight (8) minutes,
in turn, follow the same procedure.

■ In all rounds, including finals, a storyteller may NOT repeat a story
performed in a previous round. In the event that the storyteller draws a
previously performed story, she/he shall draw a substitute story.



○ Performance
■ An introductory statement, which may include a “teaser,” must precede

the presentation.
■ The use of a concluding statement that ties back to the introduction is

allowed but not required.
■ No props, books or notes shall be used in the performance.
■ The maximum time of presentation, including the required

introduction, is seven (7) minutes.
■ If the storyteller is warned that time has expired, they may conclude with

one final statement.

Tournament Structure

● Preliminary Rounds
○ The Competitive Storyteller’s Tournament consists of three (3) preliminary

rounds.
○ One judge will be assigned to each round, and it will be a different judge each

round.
○ The judges will rank the storytellers from 1-6, with 1 indicating first place.

● Final Ranking
○ To determine the final ranking, the Tabulating Committee shall add the ranking of

each storyteller from the three (3) preliminary rounds.
○ The three (3) storytellers with the lowest total score (sum of ranks) will receive

1st, 2nd and 3rd place, respectively.

● Tiebreaker Rule
○ Ties will be broken via a head-to-head matchup, if necessary. Tabulators will

review the preliminary rounds and, if the two storytellers who tied went up against
each other, then the storyteller who ranked higher in that round will advance.

○ If a tie still occurs (or if a head-to-head matchup won’t suffice because the
storytellers did not meet each other in preliminary rounds), then the tie will be
broken by having the storytellers compete against each other in a final round.

○ The final, tiebreaker round will have three (3) judges.


